[Endocrinology].
Recent discoveries in molecular biology offer new perspectives in the treatment of endocrine tumors. There is currently no medical therapy for Cushing's disease that targets the pituitary adenoma. Pasireotide, a new somatostatin analog, demonstrates a strong affinity for somatostatin receptors expressed by corticotroph adenomas. Some recent clinical trials showed a decrease of urinary free cortisol with pasireotide. This new treatment could be useful in case of pituitary surgery failure. Thyroid tumorigenesis involves kinase signaling cascade. Tyrosine-kinase inhibitors have now been tested in the treatment of progressive differentiated iodine refractory thyroid carcinomas or medullary carcinomas and showed modestly encouraging results.